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893 April 13, 1900 

Eesult of bacteriological examination proves the disease to be what 
is known as the oriental or bubonic plague. The Kilburn only entered 
the roadstead, and has been sent to Saldanha Ban, in quarantine camp 
many miles up the west coast. The captain of the vessel died and was 
buried at sea, but it is impossible to say whether his death was or was 
not due to plague. The steamer carried no doctor, having only a crew 
of 32 all told. 

I am of the opinion that the quarantine will be successful, as no con- 
nection was made with shore. Dangers from other vessels arriving 
with suspicious cases on board, possibly eluding the vigilance of the 
medical authorities, may be feared. 

Eespectfully, J. G. Stowe, 

United States Consul- General. 

Hon. Third Assistant Secretary op State. 



Report from Barcelona. 

Barcelona, Spain, March 86, 1900. 
Sir: I have the honor to make the usual report and to transmit the 
weekly abstract of bills of health for the week ended March 24, 1900 : 
On March 20, bark Progresso, Barcelona to Brunswick, in ballast, was 
inspected; crew, 14. On March 24. steamship Alicante, Liverpool to 
Manila, was inspected; crew, 101; cabin passengers, 32; steerage pas- 
sengers, 28 ; inspected and passed. 

Smallpox is on the increase. It is impossible to obtain the exact 
number of cases, but it is quite prevalent at this time; otherwise the 
health of the city is about as usual. 

Respectfully, John F. Andekson, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 
The Surgeon-General, 

TJ. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 



Report from Constantinople. 

[Report No. 241.] 
Public health in Constantinople. 

Constantinople, March 24., 1900. 

The epidemic of influenza is spreading in Constantinople. "We can 
not say that it has a very severe character, but we may say that the 
increasing number of deaths registered every week is due to said 
epidemic. Said number of deaths registered from the 5th to the 19th 
instant is 669, of which 7 are from diphtheria, 8 from measles, 13 from 
typhoid fever, and 58 from acute inflammation of the respiratory 
system. The bad weather which has prevailed since the beginning of 
March contributes very much to the latter illness. I have already 
reported that during the winter months of December, January, and 
February the weather was rather mild. 

Sanitary news from the provinces. 

The sanitary physician of Prevesa in Bpyrus reports under January, 
1900, that in spite of the very imperfect sanitary conditions of said city 
there were only 6 deaths registered during the month of last December. 
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The number of deaths registered during the six months from July to 
December is 59, though said number during the same months in 1898 
was 112, and in 1897 during said six months it was 212. Said difference 
is to be attributed to the Turco Hellenic war which occurred in the 
latter year during which there was a great agglomeration in Prevesa. 
Said physician states that the latter place has no system of sewers or 
drains, neither cesspools, nor water closets, and all kinds of garbage, 
filth, or excrements, are thrown and abandoned in the streets. I laid 
stress on said statement at the last sitting of the superior sanitary 
commission, and as a consequence it has been decided to recommend to 
the Prevesa authorities to improve said imperfect sanitary condition. 

In Djiddah the number of deaths registered during the month of last 
December was 60, though during the same month in 1898 it was 96 ; in 
1897, 92, and in 1896, 102. Thi? difference is due to the drought of 
last year, the consequence of which was the dryness of the soil and 
especially the dryness of the marshes, therefore the number of cases 
and deaths of malarial fever has been very small. It is to be remem- 
bered that the latter illness causes a great number of deaths, not only 
in the Hedjaz, but also in many other provinces of the Turkish Empire. 

In Dardanelles the number of deaths registered dnring the month of 
December is 21. 

It is announced from Brzeroum that scarlet fever and diphtheria are 
prevailing there. 

The sanitary physician in Medina reports that in said city there is a 
large number of deaths from smallpox. He proposes to establish a 
place for the preparation of vaccine. Medina is situated in the upland, 
surrounded by mountains 850 meters high above the sea level. It has 
50,000 inhabitants. 

A few years ago it was surrounded by very nice and rich gardens, but 
the locust and grasshopper have devastated them. There is plenty of 
water of a very good quality. The sanitary condition of the city is far 
from being perfect. He states that the number of deaths occurring 
among women is much larger than among men. The cause is that the 
women are married at the age of 10 or 11 years, and very often only 9 
years old. It is easy to understand that at such a young age they can 
not support the strain and efforts of motherhood. If they do not die 
during the confinement, they die of consumption. There is also a large 
number of deaths among children from diarrhea. 

The sanitary physician, who was forwarded to Beni Sheir in Assyr in 
Yeman, states that he has not been able to see any plague case ; on the 
contrary, he has visited many cases of typhoid fever. 

Sanitary news from abroad. 

The British sanitary representative in the superior sanitary com- 
mission has communicated at the last meeting of said commission that 
from the 21st to the 27th of last February, 2,761 deaths have occurred 
in Bombay, among which 768 were from bubonic plague. Bombay has 
a population of 821,764 inhabitants. 

In Calcutta, with 681,560 inhabitants, 717 deaths occurred from the 
11th to the 17th of the same month of February. Among said number 
of deaths, 199 were from bubonic plague. In Kurrachee, with a popu- 
lation of 98,175 inhabitants, 144 deaths have been registered, of which 
10 were from bubonic plague. Said deaths have occurred from the 16th 
to the 22d of February. In Aden, during the week ended March 17, 
15 cases of plague have occurred, of which 9 proved fatal. 

I have the honor to forward a French copy of a report from the 
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French consul in Mascate to the minister of foreign office concerning 
public health in Mascate as well as in different cities in Oman. 
Bespectfully, Spiridion C. Zavitziano, 

United States Sanitary Commissioner. 

FOREIGN STATISTICAL REPORTS. 

Argentina — Buenos Ayres. — Month of January, 1900. Estimated 
population, 800,000. Total number of deaths, 773, including diph- 
theria, 5; enteric fever, 15; measles, 1; scarlet fever, 18, and 2 from 
smallpox. 

Bahamas — Dunmore Town. — Two weeks ended March 30, 1900. Esti- 
mated population, 1,472. No deaths and no contagious diseases. 

Governors Harbor. — Two weeks ended March 31, 1900. Estimated 
population, 1,500. No deaths and no contagious diseases. 

Green Turtle Cay — Abaco. — Two weeks ended March 29, 1900. Esti- 
mated population, 3,900. No deaths and no contagious diseases. 

Nassau. — Two weeks ended April 3, 1900. Estimated population, 
12,000. Number of deaths not reported. No contagious diseases 
reported. 

Canada — Hamilton. — Month of March, 1900. Estimated population, 
53,000. Total number of deaths, 41, including diphtheria, 1 ; scarlet 
fever, 2, and 4 from tuberculosis. 

Province of Ontario. — Eeports to the Provincial board of health, for 
the month of February, 1900, from 720 municipalities having an aggre- 
gate estimated population of 2,205,266, show a total of 1,962 deaths, 
including diphtheria, 39 ; enteric fever, 13 ; measles, 7 ; scarlet fever, 
14 ; whooping cough, 3, and 186 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

Quebec — Sherbroolce. — Month of March, 1900. Estimated population, 
10,472. Total number of deaths, 18. No contagious diseases. 

Chile — Antofagasta. — Month of February, 1900. Estimated popula- 
tion, 16,000. Total number of deaths, 67. No contagious diseases. 

Colombia — Cartagena. — Two weeks added March 17, 1900. Esti- 
mated population, 25,000. Total number of deaths, 13. No contagious 
diseases reported. 

France — Bordeaux. — Month of February, 1900. Estimated popula 
tion, 286,000. Total number of deaths, 536, including diphtheria, 6 ; 
enteric fever, 1 ; measles, 3 ; scarlet fever, I, and 7 from whooping cough. 

Nice. — Two weeks ended March 15, 1900. Census population, 108, 227. 
Total number of deaths, 145, including diphtheria, 2 ; enteric fever, 
3 ; measles, 3, and 4 from smallpox. 

St. Utienne. — Two weeks ended March 15, 1900. Estimated popula- 
tion, 135,784. Total number of deaths, 177, including diphtheria, 3; 
enteric fever, 1, and 19 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

Great Britain — England and Wales. — The deaths registered in 33 
great towns in England and Wales during the week ended March 17, 
1900, correspond to an annual rate of 20.3 a thousand of the aggregate 
66 



